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MINISTER FOR CORRECTIVE SERVICES - VISIT TO CANADA AND UNITED STATES 
Statement by Minister for Corrective Services 

MS M.M. QUIRK (Girrawheen - Minister for Corrective Services) [12.51 pm]:  Between September 29 and 
October 11, I travelled to Canada and the United States.  The purpose of this trip was to investigate the positive 
steps being made by Correctional Services Canada to reduce the rate of aboriginal imprisonment and the 
management of remand populations by the New York State Department of Correctional Services. 

Before Canada’s correctional system underwent radical change, a large percentage of the prison population was 
Indigenous.  Offenders were rarely given parole and the rate of recidivism was high.  Now, the First Nation 
people, together with the métis and Inuit people, make up three per cent of the general population of Canada.  
The rate of Indigenous imprisonment in Canada is 19 per cent.  Western Australia compares unfavourably with 
an Indigenous imprisonment rate of 43 per cent, even though Aboriginals represent only three per cent of the 
general population. 

The aboriginal offenders’ population profile in Canada is very similar to that of Australia, with high levels of 
alcohol and substance abuse, domestic violence, and social and family dysfunction, which is compounded by the 
unhappy saga of residential schools.  There is also high incidence of sexual abuse in remote communities. 

We visited a range of federal government and community-run facilities and programs, including two healing 
lodges.  The inmates in those lodges work closely with their elders so that they can reconnect with their culture 
and its values and accept responsibility for their offending behaviour.  The strong and close involvement of 
community elders is pivotal to the success of the programs we visited.  We also had briefings from federal 
government officials in Ottawa on legislative and judicial developments, which have enabled a range of 
innovative and targeted measures to be taken for Indigenous offenders.  We met with Dr William L. Marshall, 
formerly of Perth who now lives in Canada, who is a world-renowned forensic expert on the treatment of sex 
offenders.  Of note are the more comprehensive assessment process, which has led to targeted treatment when a 
person first enters a prison, as well as the broader re-entry opportunities, many of which were run by the 
Indigenous communities themselves. 

In New York, I met Martin F. Horn, who is the Commissioner of both the Department of Correction and the 
Department of Probation, and we toured the Rikers Island facility.  This facility houses more than 14 000 
inmates, the vast majority of whom are on remand. 

I also was briefed at The Vera Institute of Justice.  It is a leader in program and policy design for correctional 
systems and programs to make prisons safer and to lower the recidivism rate of offenders.  Finally, we visited the 
Department of Small Business Services, which provides support and advocacy for more than 200 000 small 
businesses in New York.  My meeting with the commissioner and his staff proved that the problems of small 
business are universal, and include red tape and labour shortages.   

I will table a detailed report in due course. 
 


